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KAZIA MARKS DIPG AWARENESS DAY; 

NEW PRECLINICAL DATA IN DIPG TO BE PRESENTED AT ISPNO CONFERENCE 

 
Sydney, 17 May 2022 – Kazia Therapeutics Limited (NASDAQ: KZIA; ASX: KZA), a late-stage, 
oncology-focused drug development company, marks ‘DIPG Awareness Day’ by recognizing 
the tireless work of global researchers in this disease, and by calling for an increased focus 
on childhood brain cancer among policymakers. 
 
Brain tumours represent the second most common group of cancers in children worldwide, 
after leukemia, but are the most common cause of cancer death. Around 10-15% of 
childhood brain cancers are diffuse midline gliomas (DMGs), a group that includes diffuse 
intrinsic pontine glioma (DIPG). 
 
DIPG most commonly affects children between four and eleven years of age. There is 
currently no FDA-approved therapy for the disease, and median survival is just 9 – 11 
months from diagnosis. 
 
Kazia’s paxalisib is the subject on an ongoing phase II study in DIPG and DMGs 
(NCT05009992), sponsored by the Pacific Pediatric Neuro-Oncology Consortium (PNOC). 
Data from the study is anticipated in CY2023. 
 
New Data to be Presented at ISPNO Conference 
 
The PNOC phase II study has been substantially informed by work undertaken at the Hunter 
Medical Research Institute in Newcastle, Australia, by Associate Professor Matt Dun and 
colleagues. Dr Dun is one of the leading researchers in this disease. 
 
Dr Dun will be presenting new preclinical data describing the activity of paxalisib in DIPG at 
the upcoming 20th International Symposium on Pediatric Neuro-Oncology (ISPNO), which 
will be held in Hamburg, Germany, from 11 to 12 June 2022. Dr Dun’s presentation will 
specifically cover the combination of paxalisib with ONC201 (Chimerix, Inc).  
 
Dr Dun commented, “Thirty years ago, children diagnosed with leukemia only had a 20-30% 
chance of survival. Thanks to advances in medicine and a wealth of scientific research, that 
has now increased to over 90%. This is the paradigm we want to mirror with DIPG and I am 
pleased to report we are currently seeing some very promising results with our research. 



 

 
 

We are working tirelessly to progress the human clinical trials with the aim of being able to 
offer new hope to those families with a DIPG diagnosis.” 
 
Upcoming Analyst Presentation 
 
Kazia CEO, Dr James Garner, will participate in an upcoming analyst discussion on childhood 
brain cancer, led by Dr Naureen Quibria, Senior Biotech Analyst at Maxim Group. The panel 
discussion will also include Dr Josh Allen, Chief Medical Officer of Chimerix, Inc, and Dr 
Sabine Mueller, lead investigator on the PNOC phase II study of paxalisib and ONC201 in 
DIPG. 
 
The webinar is scheduled for 9am, ET, on Thursday 19 May 2022 and interested parties may 
register to attend the webinar via the following link:- 
 
https://m-vest.com/events/pediatric-brain-cancer-05192022 
 
DIPG Factsheet Launched 
 
To recognize DIPG Awareness Day, and to encourage awareness and discussion of the 
disease, Kazia Therapeutics has supported the development of a fact sheet, which can be 
downloaded from the Kazia website using the following link:- 
 
https://www.kaziatherapeutics.com/site/PDF/c4f1dc99-6874-49ea-af10-
cfa3a5a8f39b/KaziaDIPGFactSheet  
 
 
For More Information, Please Contact:- 
 
In the United States: 

Joe Green 
Edison Investor Relations 
jgreen@edisongroup.com 
Phone: +1 646-653-7030 

In Australia: 

Cherie Hartley 
IR Department 
cherie.hartley@irdepartment.com.au 
Phone: +61 418 737 020 

 
 
 
About Kazia Therapeutics Limited  
 
Kazia Therapeutics Limited (NASDAQ: KZIA; ASX: KZA) is an oncology-focused drug 
development company, based in Sydney, Australia.  
 
Our lead program is paxalisib, a brain-penetrant inhibitor of the PI3K / Akt / mTOR pathway, 
which is being developed to treat glioblastoma, the most common and most aggressive form 
of primary brain cancer in adults. Licensed from Genentech in late 2016, paxalisib commenced 
recruitment to GBM AGILE, a pivotal study in glioblastoma, in January 2021. Seven additional 
studies are active in various forms of brain cancer. Paxalisib was granted Orphan Drug 
Designation for glioblastoma by the US FDA in February 2018, and Fast Track Designation for 
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glioblastoma by the US FDA in August 2020. In addition, paxalisib was granted Rare Pediatric 
Disease Designation and Orphan Designation by the US FDA for DIPG in August 2020. 
 
Kazia is also developing EVT801, a small-molecule inhibitor of VEGFR3, which was licensed 
from Evotec SE in April 2021. Preclinical data has shown EVT801 to be active against a broad 
range of tumour types and has provided compelling evidence of synergy with immuno-
oncology agents. A phase I study commenced recruitment in November 2021.  
 
For more information, please visit www.kaziatherapeutics.com or follow us on Twitter 
@KaziaTx.  
 
This document was authorized for release to the ASX by James Garner, Chief Executive Officer, 
Managing Director. 

http://www.kaziatherapeutics.com/

